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ABSTRACT 

INTRODUCTION 

Osceola’s Plume (Zigadenus densus (Desr.) Fern) is a rhizomatous herbaceous perennial, 4 to 20 dm in height 
with a distinct blue-green foliage color, flowering from March to July. Other common names include black 
snakeroot, death camasa, and crow poison. It is reported from Alabama, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Louisi¬ 
ana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia (USDA NRCS 2013; Nature 
Serve 2013). In Flora of North America North of Mexico (Schwartz 2003), it is also reported from Kentucky, New 
Jersey, New York, and West Virginia. Globally, Osceola’s plume is ranked G5, but it can be rare in certain parts 
of its range; it is ranked SI in VA, S2 in LA, S3S4 in GA, and S4 in NC (Nature Serve 2013). In Louisiana, this S2 
species is found in Natchitoches, St. Tammany, Vernon, and Washington parishes (Louisiana Natural Heritage 
Program 2011; MacRoberts et al. 2002; Thomas &  Allen 1993). In Texas, Z. densus is reported from Anderson, 
Henderson, and Tyler counties (Diggs et al. 2006). 

This species is reported from hillside bogs and longleaf flatwoods savannahs in Louisiana (Louisiana 
Natural Heritage Program 2011) and from wet areas, damp pinelands, and bogs in east Texas (Diggs et al. 
2006). The habitats reported for this species in the Flora of North America are pine bogs and flatlands 
(Schwartz 2003). In the Carolinas, it is reported from savannahs and pocosins (Radford et al. 1968) and God¬ 
frey and Wooten (1979) report it from pine savannahs, flatwoods, and bogs. 

The objectives of this study were to document the species associated with Z. densus and to describe its 
habitat in west central Louisiana. Several populations of Z. densus are known from Fort Polk in Vernon Parish, 
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METHODS 

In May to mid-June 2013,40 populations (clumps) of Z. densus were surveyed on Fort Polk; most populations 
(clumps) had previously been found during vegetation surveys. Most (23) of the 40 sampling sites were located 
on Ruston fine sandy loam, others were found on Osier loamy fine sand (5/40), Malbis fine sandy loam (4/40), 
Eastwood silt loam (4/40), Betis loamy fine sand (2/40), and Guyton-Iuka complex (2/40) (Soil Survey Division 
2003). The area around each population was examined and the 5 nearest individuals were identified and re¬ 
corded for each of 5 categories including herbaceous, woody vine, shrub (woody non-vines shorter than 1.83 
m), shrub/sapling (woody non-vines taller than 1.83 m and dbh less than 5 in), and tree (woody non-vines 
taller than 1.83 m and dbh larger than 5 in). The total number of individuals recorded for each plant category 
was 200 (40 populations and 5 individuals per population). The relative abundance was calculated by dividing 
the number of times a species was recorded by 200, the total number of observations. This was done for all 5 

During the same survey, we also recorded the presence of all herbaceous species within 1 m of the center 
of the Z. densus population. We didn’t record the sizes of the clumps, but we approximate the average size of the 
clumps was about one square meter, with each clump having on average ten to fifteen stems. All  woody vine 
and all shrub species within 4 m of the center were recorded. All  tree or shrub/sapling species within 15 m of 
the center were recorded. The relative frequency was calculated by dividing the number of occurrences for a 
species by the total number of occurrences recorded for the category. This value was converted to a percent. 

Importance value (total = 200) for herbaceous, woody vines, and shrubs was calculated by adding the 
relative frequency and the relative abundance (Megyeri &  Allen 2011). Importance value (total = 300) for trees/ 
shrub saplings was calculated by adding the relative abundance for each species in the shrub/sapling category 
and tree category to the relative frequency of each species in the tree/shrub/sapling category. 

A total of 168 species were recorded including 81 herbaceous, 12 woody vines, and 75 woody non-vines (39 
shrubs and 36 trees; note overlap in categories). The species are listed by decreasing importance value. The 
most important herbaceous species were Dichanthelium tenue (27.74), Eupatorium rotundifolium (14.74), and 
Osmunda regalis (13.55) (Table 1). The woody vine species with the highest importance value were Rubus ar- 
gutus (52.38), Gelsemium sempervirens (32.62), and Smilax laurifolia (32.42) (Table 2). The most important 
shrub species were Morelia caroliniensis (22.12), Rhododendron oblongifolium (20.29), and Acer rubrum (19.44) 
(Table 3). The shrub/sapling and tree species with the highest importance value were Magnolia virginiana 
(54.39) and Finns palustris (53.53) (Table 4). 

The Zigadenus densus habitat in west central Louisiana is best described as the natural levee and seepage 
areas upslope of baygall streams with the vegetation being typical of such a stream. We found the tree canopy 
vegetation associated with Z. densus to be Magnolia virginiana, Pinus palustris, Nyssa biflora, and Acer rubrum 
var. drummondii and the shrub canopy to be Morelia caroliniensis, Rhododendron oblongifolium, and Acer ru¬ 
brum. These woody species are similar to the species reported for baygalls in the area (Allen et al. 2004), in east 
Texas (Diggs et al. 2006), and in central Louisiana (MacRoberts et al. 2004). 

Allen et al. (2013) and MacRoberts et al. (2004) report two (Magnolia virginiana and Nyssa biflora) of the 
top three tree/shrub species in importance value to be the same as in our study. Our study shares 10 of the top 
20 species of shrub/saplings with Allen et al. (2013)’study of yellow root. Allen et al. (2013) shares 8 of the 12 

3 least important woody vines in association with yellow root. Allen et al. (2013) has 6 of the top 15 herbaceous 
species in common with our study of Z. densus in their yellow root study. 

Our data are the first quantitative report on the vegetation surrounding Zigadenus densus. The vegetation 
around the other populations of Zigadenus densus throughout its range should be sampled for comparison with 
our data so as to get a better idea of the variation, if  any, of its habitat. 
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Table 1. Relative abundance, relative frequency, and importance value for herbaceous species recorded from 40 Zigadenus densus sites at Fort Polk in west central 

Dichantheliur 

Woodwardia virgmica (L.) Sm. 

Schizachyrium scoparium (Michx.) Nash 
Dichanthelium dichotomum (L.) Gould v< 
Scleria pauciflora Muhl. ex Willd. 

Rudbeckia scabrifolia L.E. Brown 
Lobelia puberula Michx. var. pub 
Mitreola sessilifolia (J.F. Gmel.) G 
Elephantopus nudatus A. Gray 
Eupatorium perfoliatum L. 
GentianasaponariaL 

Scleria oligantha Micl 

n sphaerocarpon (Ell.) Gould 

Chamaecristc 
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Table 3. Relative abundance, relative frequency, and importance value for shrub/sapling (< 1.83 m) species recorded from 40 Zigadenus densus sites at Fort Polk 
in west central Louisiana. 

Photiniapyrifolia (Lam.) Robertson & Phipps 

Hypericum crux-c 
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Table 4. Relative abundance, relative frequency, and importance value for tree/shrub/sapling (> 1.83 m) species recorded from 40 Zigadenus densus sites at Fort 
Polk in west central Louisiana. 

stris (Raf.) Sarg. 
r(Pursh) Chapm 

k. &Arn. exNutt.) Sarg 

m elliottii  Chapman 

Castaneapumila (L.) P. Mill,  var.pumila 

hemisphaerica Bartr. 

marilandica Muench 
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